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States, where an outspoken Zionist supporter had on 28 April been
appointed special assistant for Palestine affairs to the Secretary of
State. Recognition by Russia and her satellites followed, and the
armies of the neighbouring Arab states crossed the frontiers into
Palestine.
*          *          *
The Zionists are intensely and justly proud of what they have
achieved in material and social development in the last thirty
years, and desperate as a result of the decimation of their kin in
Europe. They do not, however, base their demands to settle in
Palestine only on recent persecution, but on what they claim to
be the bitter experience of many centuries. 'The soul of the
Jewish people is being destroyed by exile. This started long
before Hitler. The exile has continued for nearly 2,000 years
and we are all suffering from its effects; the poisoning effects
of soul-destroying minority existence. ... As relentlessly as
wind and rain carry away the good earth when it is not protected
by vegetation, so does minority life carry away from the soul of
man those qualities that are essential for the harmonious develop-
ment of a healthy human being. Kindness, cheerfulness, brotherli-
ness, all these tender qualities are washed away, eroded by the flood
of cruelty and hatred raging around the minority; and what
remains in the soul is as hard as rock. And as barren. Only bitter-
ness and dull frustration. Since the advent of Hitler the flood of
hatred has risen higher. The erosion of the Hebrew soul goes on
at a terrifying rate. What the world sees is only a pitiful collection
of miserable human beings called D.P.s. . . . What the world does
not see is the accumulating bleakness in the soul of this people: the
devilish transmutation of good into evil that goes on, not only in
the D.P. camps, but wrherever there are Jews.*I
This being so, the present-day Zionist claim is not merely an
appeal for asylum, but a demand for statehood falling into line
with the constant endeavour to establish a new Jewish state in the
centuries which followed the destruction of their kingdom by
Nebuchadnezzar.2 As they then sought Persian favour to right
the wrongs done them by Nebuchadnezzar, and the favour of the
Roman Republic to right the wrongs done them by the Seleucids,
so in the First World War they sought the favour of Britain and
1 S. Rosoff, 'Soul-Erosion*, Palestine Post, 2 August 1946.
3 Toynbee, A Study of History, one-vol. abridgement, 521 f.